
Hey team,  
Crikey, it’s been a long while since I’ve done a paper newsletter.  
The main reason I stopped was simply that people weren’t 
reading them…  I did a test once to prove it, I put a note in the 
newsletter which said ‘if you’ve read this and come to let me 
know I’ll give you a £5 gift voucher’.  
How many people actually came to let me know?     One. 
So, why now?  Well simply because we still get people saying “I didn’t know 
about so & so” or “when do they break up for xmas” etc. even though it’s right on 
the front page of the website, and in four other places too!  So I wanted to take 
this opportunity to remind everyone about the main places you’ll find information, 
and how to ensure you’re up to date with what’s going on.	  

Members mailing list. 
This is the only way we can get a message out to the whole school in one go, so 
it’s essential that we have at least one contact from every family on the list. If you 
want additional emails added that’s no problem, just ask, or you can add them 
yourself from the members section of the website. Please ensure we’re in your 
address book and on your ‘safe sender’ whitelist and check we’re not caught up 
in your spam filters. 
Website 
Our own website has both members noticeboard and a calendar, which shows 
events up to 12 months in advance. That’s always the first place to be update 
with any events so please remember to check it regularly. 
Facebook 
We have both the public page to promote the school, and a private members-
only group, just search for ‘ilyokwan’ and ask to join.  That’s a useful place for 
quick notes about things going on in class and to post things of interest to our 
members. 
Discussion Forum 
We still have our own private discussion forum on the website.  Since the rise of 
social media it doesn’t get a lot of use but it’s still an amazing resource with 
thousands of posts over the years and well worth a visit.  All you need to know to 
join is on this page:  http://www.blackbeltacademy.info/discussion-
forum/- do please note the important rule about user names. 

That’s for now, just a quickie to get those reminders out there but do please also 
take a look overleaf as in the new year we’re going to have a bit of a promotional 
push for new members and the kids have been badgering us about another 
bring-a-buddy night so that’s a perfect opportunity to kick start the VIP 
programme again. 
Have a great Christmas folks, see you in the new year. 
Until then KAIZEN! 
Master Olpin  
관장님	리차드	
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Merry Christmas 
& 

A Happy New Year! 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

Mon 24th - Thu 3rd Jan 
Classes Resume Mon 7th Jan

☎		 07973	368304	/	01453	549460	
✉  rolpin@BlackBeltAcademy.info

“A Black Belt is just a white belt that NEVER QUIT” 
The only way you can ‘fail’ in the Martial Arts is to stop trying..

For Q1 2019 the members section  
password will be: ‘saehae’ 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Mar 14th Parents Evening - No Classes 

24th Grading Examination 
28th Graduation

Jun 23rd Grading Examination 
27th Graduation

Aug 12th-26th Summer Break 

Sep 22nd Grading Examination 
26th Graduation

Oct 31st Kick or Treat Party Night

Dec 15th Grading Examination 
19th Graduation 
20th - 2nd Jan Xmas Holiday 
6th Jan normal classes resume

Apologies for the error in the December dates 
on the first print of the newsletter. Obviously 
we’re not having a grading on Christmas eve!  
Just a daft copy & paste error putting together 

a last-minute newsletter. sorry!
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Traditional advertising is very expensive and really doesn’t work for us these days 
so more than ever we need your support to help us promote the school and 
recruit some new beginner members.  

Without a doubt, the most successful way we have of meeting a new member is the 
direct recommendation of an existing student. As you know we always try to encourage 
our students to refer their friends and reward those who’ve done so, hence the ‘VIP’ 
prize draws at graduation etc. 

VIP Cards 
We’ve got some specific ‘VIP’ cards which you can give to anyone you’d like to 
introduce to the school, there’s a space on the card for you to add your name as 
their ‘sponsor’ so please be sure to do that so if someone brings us a card we 
know who invited them!  We’ll give everyone a few to get started but if you need 
some more just ask as we’ve got plenty. 

Student Ambassador Patches 
We know the kids love the little stars, but we wanted to add something a bit more significant for those who’ve 
been especially loyal to the school. So, we’ve got some special badges for our top ‘student ambassadors’ 
which you can wear on your uniform to show your loyalty to the school. And hey, please remember these aren’t 
just for the kids - adults can earn them too! 

The easiest way to earn your ambassador award is to complete a VIP collection card. Simply refer five 
friends and you’ll earn your patch! 

How do I get a stamp? 
To qualify for a stamp on your card you simply need to either give us the name & contact details of a potential 
new member you would like to recommend. Please ensure you’ve actually invited them and let them know we’ll 
be contacting them first as we don’t want to be cold-calling or spamming anyone with unwanted emails. 
Alternatively, if someone comes along with a VIP card with your name on it that’ll count too :-)

Refer a friend, everyone wins!

What qualifies as a ‘referral’ 
Each new person you invite counts as a ‘VIP’ referral 
To qualify you just need to give us their basic contact details (we need a name, phone 
number and email address) and let them know we’ll be in touch 
You’ll also earn a referral for any person who brings in a VIP card with your name on. 
Fill your card & you’ll earn your Student Ambassador Badge and a gift voucher. 
If your friends join the Academy you’ll earn a £25 Amazon voucher and more prize 
draw entries too! 
Each full card you get the value of the gift voucher goes up!

You can even VIP your friends online now too, just go to the ‘members’ menu on the 
website where there’s an option to ‘refer a friend’.  Fill in their name/email and phone 
number and we’ll contact them to invite them to the school. 
Please remember, we never want to ‘spam’ people with unwanted messages, so it’s very important 
that you’ve actually spoken to your VIPs first so they know we’ll be in touch!

Have you got a collection card?  
If not, please ask for one..

@Ilyokwan
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@ilyokwan

http://www.BlackBeltAcademy.info
http://www.BlackBeltAcademy.info

